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of the world, before they can be heard in their own de-
fense."

On this memorandum the President wrote, March 27,
1902:

'' The memorandum of the Secretary of War is approved
as a whole and as to every part. Had there been any doubt
before as to the wisdom of denying General Miles Js request,
these papers would remove such doubt.''

General Miles brought it about that this correspondence
was made known to members of Congress, and its publica-
tion was called for and procured. He also was believed to
have been instrumental in securing the publication in the
press of a letter containing the charges alluded to in his
second letter to the Secretary of War, charges which were
withdrawn later by the writer of the letter because no evi-
dence could be adduced to sustain them.

While this episode in the career of General Miles was in
progress, the President wrote a confidential letter to Sec-
retary Boot in which a very strong light is thrown on the
mental peculiarities of the General. It is now published for
the first time:

Private and Confidential

March 7, 1902.
My dear Mr. Secretary:

It seems to me that, for your private use at the present
time, and with a view to making a permanent record of
certain facts, I ought to send this memorandum to you in
connection with the request of General Miles which you
have go properly disapproved. This is the request which
General Miles first showed me in a far more offensive form;
the request at that time being couched in language which
amounted to an endorsement by the head of the army of
some of the most offensive and most unfounded slanders
which have been put forth on the stump and in Congress
by the violent traducers of the army and of the nation.
The course of General Miles in giving his endorsement to